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SI LECTKIt BY HS1.L1 WILT. 

Old year, lareweH ! U grievw my heart, 
To twl we nn\v so soon muni l»«rt : 
Amid the changing scones ot ewrih. 
Where sorrow wept or cheerful mirth 
Enjoyed Urn hour, I've walked with thee, 
And shared thy h!e*«d oymi.nl by. 
At h tmt, thrnul; with friend* new fuunil, 
Or ttiow to whom I've lotiji been bound, 
I've traveled side by side wiib thee ; 
And .iow U> part, isfrriet to me. 

Pure well ! Thou jpwai, to yield thy pla.ee 

To oue who dimes with smiling ta«e, 

And many (in unices to be 

A better trtend ibarv tbou to me,' 

Tn bear me onward to the goal 

With lightei Haas, , and happier soul. 

Well dotb he promise ; but to win 

A crown ol I lie and tree Irom sin. 

The resting plae* of saints secure, 

Ah, who hut Uhriat can make that snre I 

Then to. Hi* tr..<-. incoming Year, 
Let every women t bear me near. 
And nearer stilt ; thus will thou be 
The trie ml thou prumta'st to me f 
If are well. Old Year : we ne'er shall meet 
In market thmuged, or crowded street . 
Hnt we shall meet btfore.the throne. 
Where all the ih-eds mankind have done, 
Proclaimed and judged, aball find award 
From Ohrist the omniscient Lord. 

New Year, thy proffered haed I take. 
With thee thy |>ih?rinia£e to ins ke ; 
Or, e'er thy hasty mouths have lied, 
Perchance to slumber with the dead. 
Whatever my tutu re lot may bo — 
Which thou oinat not reveal to me — 
To Htm who mles o'er earth and sky, 
Cheerfnl I yield my destiny. 
May He my lootetepa here attend, 
Aud OTOwn me at my journey's end. 

— — a i ■ » ■ — 

•'Aud 1 Bar! the KetlW»Ct*MsV*— AHa 1 :.j«. 

II V GKUttOE W. XKKK. 

The Gospel of .lesus Chrint has opened heaven 
to our souls, lieliev in"; lltt' groat truths which 
come to tw through the opened heavens, we are 
etui bled to look into tin- future, ami looking, to re- 
joice with joy unshakable mid lull of glory. Our 
souls arc ever waving peace ami joy, for these lire 
the blessings which sustain us. while oil our pil- 
grloaagc through this world ; bat thin pence aud 
Joy can only he had by looking through the Go* 


and {lescefUl wave that issue* from, and "rolls 
round and rootid the throne ot God. The tiagranee 
of Spring, and growth of Summer; the rich harvest 
and the white-robed Winter are hut the types and 
shadows of the DOttO* beyond. The golden beam* 
ofoitr no an- tide sun ;the rays of night's gentle 
Queen, and the starry lirmameiU or evening, with 
all their beauty and glory, are only shadowa of 
things to conio ; shadows of the beauty and glory 
ol that world that needs no sun, moon nor stars ; 
that world in which there is a glory above that of 
the sun's golden beams, a bright lies* superior to 
the moon's, that is ever visible through all the 
brightness and glory of that "one eternal day." In 
this world it takes darkness of night to bring to 
view the beauty of the heavens ; but in that world 
of which this is but typical, "beauty never fades." 
It may be said that this is but imagination let 
loose, to draw beautiful pictures of what would be 
desirable in the future world. Well, suppose it Is 
imaginary, it still falls short of the reality. It is 
all in the direction of goodness, purity and love, 
■and in this direction the imagination of the flnite 
cannot reach beyond the power of the infinite. One 
fruitful imagination is the gift of God ; and it was 
given to be exercised and that we might look at 
the beautiful things of thin world, and from them 
rise to and picture out more beautiful things in the 
world to come. And ihj opened heavens justifies 
the imagination in drawing such pictures, fcr, look- 
ing through them, we see God whose nature is 
love, and who is able in the direction of goodness 
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we can 
ask or think ; and, consequently can' and will work 
out for his children realities beyond all that the 
imagination can possibly picture. 

Ixsiking through 1 he heavens opened by the 
Gospel, we realize the joy of tail h ; a joy unspeak- 
able anil full of glory ; we gather the assurance 
that we are not alone in the world *. that we are 
not the mete creatures of a day ; the offspring of 
chance : the «|>ort ol a few fleeting hours ; but thai 
God is our Father. And now as the heavens 
have been opened, we can look up aud looking up 
we can learn wf^t we are, and what we should do, 

and how to do it. — Archie, Missouri. 
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Hut led Talent in the Church. 


Uavurimvftn* 

tlY A. L. OAVIS. 

Proper government is alt <indi»; leasable, factor to 
secure success to any in»tll ut inn, whether church, 
school or state. % To attentat to succeed without 
proper ruling is but to realize when too late, a com- 
plete failure. We may lo^k hack over the entire 
catalogue of successes and failures. The result of 
the former has its source and entire course in a 
proper superintendence,— ^tl that what we may. 
The latter was due to itn|ir>|*ai' management— bad 
government. It was not Until the intelligence, 
wealth, suffering and htjgc-licartediiess of the 
American people were cryialiiecd in the constitu- 
tion of the United States tfct our freedom was se- 
cured. L>ark t days are not'un evidence of failures, 
as many suppose; but if, in the midst of the battle, 
discouraged on every hand ridiculed by Ignor- 
ance, bound in chains by Disorder, the head be 
clear and the heart large, \ consciousness that, 
"thusaaith the Lord," will pove sufficient to con- 
quer everv toe and secure a freedom more endur- 
ing than the mind of man dtn devise. 

.Every christian church h* , for its object one 
grand accomplishment — thcualvation of the world 
from sin. To bring about tie desired result, dif- 
ferent methods have been ppposed and have been 
in no small degiec suecessfij. Methods are now 
being brought forward for! the consideration of 
every person. Education islto-day more vividly 
than ever unveiling the resits of ignorance and 
presenting the beauties and unnynient* of religion. 
In the midst of the suppoHU apparent conflicts 
in church government we arocalled upon now— at 
this moment, to Ihj at least itclligcnl enough to 
"give a reason for the hope tnt is within us." It 
is not enough that we say wdhelieve thus and so, 
and cannot believe otherwisc.lt is not in harmony 
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pel into the heaven it has opened unto us. Those 

who make the journey of lite with their eyes cast Much has been well written and spoken on this 

down DKM uugiiiurv dangers, will make lite dark j practical siibjert.bnt mote is needed, and hue upon 

instead ol bright and" joyful J but if, as we journey \ line, until the church comes u. see and feci how 


you nhtiK do this 
nit it is enough to 
le whole armor of 
effecting a change, 


through life, we keep an upward look — looking 
into the heavens through I he Gospel, then, under 
all the trouble* and trials of life we shall have 
peace and joy. hooking into the o|*'ii heavens, 
we are enabled to see the glorious Son of I tight - 
eousness, and the beautiful stars of promise, hear 


much she -hi tiers — how her work is delayed and 
the salvation for which she stands is put back for 
the want ami waste of unused energy. Nut more, 
than l."i per cent, of the energy — it has been com- 
puted— eut rusted to the church to be cx|xmdcd in 
plans and labors to save men and build up the 
kingdom of Christ is utilized and expended for tins 


the songs of angels and the harps of the redeemed 

Close the Gos|>el and this world would indeed be I purpose. 'Pile remaining 83 percent, is either lntr- 
dark ; but with the heavens open, ami looking i ied and not put to use of used to set up the king- 
through them, we make lile bright. What we be- doin of darkness and sin 


hold there makes amends for all we suffer here. 

The Gosjiel opens to our vision of faith the beau- 
ty and glory of heaven. First, to the mind, the 
truths \\ heaven ; then, to the soul, the peace and 
joy of bus veu ; and to the vision, the beauty of 
heaven, for the (io-qicl opens heaven to our vision 
of faith,' as a place, and also as a state or condition 
of the soul, and in both respects it is all that can 
lie desired. It is true, the opening is only partial. 
"We see through a glass darkly ;" nevertheless, 
we sec ; and when we have seen all that the eye ot 
faith can take in, we are then authorized to let the 
imagination till up the picture. And when imag- 
ination ha<» done its l>cst,amf]gonc as fur us thought 
can reach, the gusjiel ojieiiitig gives assurance that 
beyond all this, there still "remains a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory." 

Looking into the Gospel heaven we see no limit 
to the good which God has in reserve for his chil- 
dren. And we are authorized to look upon the 
beautiful things of this world, as types and shad- 
ows of wetter and more beautiful things to come. 
Kverything beautiful this side the river, 1 am in- 
clined to think, is typical of something more beau- 
tiful lying beyond. Revelatio i justifies this. Our 
wide, beautiful valleys, landscapes, fountains of 
waters, are ouly shadows of the more beautiful, 
where shines one eternal day, surpassing in beauty 
all that nature has ever presented, or pencil ever 
painted. Fountains of water that rtiu forever, 
■(reams tlat make glad the City of God ; a pure 


The Word of God is by no means spent on this 
subject. The Revised Version throws new light 
upon it, and shows that Christ's ascension gifts — 
the gift of a|>ostles and prophets, evangelists, pas- 
tors aud teachers — were tor the exp/ess purpose of 
utilizing the whole energy and making every mem- 
lier of the body of Christ an act if e and effective 
worker. / 

"And he gave some to be apostle* ; and some, 
prophets ; and some, evaugclislA ; and some, pas- 
tors aud teachers ; for the pciifcting of the saints, 
unto the work of miuisteringyunto the building up 
of the body of Christ ; till we all attain unto the 
unity of the faith, ami of thy knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a full-grown /nan, unto the measure 
of the statute of the liill^ss of Ohrist." (Ephe- 
siaus 4 : 11-13.) 

This Scripture is alioiuggestive of the way In 
which the hidden eneivy of the church is to be 
called out. It puts fo/ward the pastors and teach- 
ers of the church. l$on them lies the responsi- 
bility of calling out ^ie energy that lies hidden, and 
directing the gifts <f those to whom they minister 
— Sr 


with the Christian work to si . 

or that, because I think so ; 

step to the front, to put on 

God, and wield an influence i 

if needs be in the present conation of the church. 

The belief that the church is wing influence, that 

she has no order or go>rJ , utMl7>xfs , ts only in the 

mind of the one saying, "Lo, ere is Christ." Satan 

ami his host are ascertaining iat the world is right 

side down, and that union andWacc reign supreme 

under a Christian admiuistratpi. 

1 said different met hi sis hav;< been proposed to 
obtain a cotmwm result — Chritiauizing the world. 
The hope and assurance that, tjese methods would 
prove successful have resulted! u die organization 
of the different churches now pasting. Separated 
perhaps on a few minor points but firmly united 
in the cause of battling for theLord. To each sol- 
dier enlisted in the 'Christian ilifare, Paul says, 
to-day, "Stand." "Study to sh<W thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that iedeth not to be 
ashamed," etc. 

Having the Lord for our fjomtnandet* whom 
shall we fear f With the wort of God for her 
counsel, the church is marchingon to victory. 

Lebanon, O., Dec. 14, 1884. 


Concentration /s the secret of strength in poll 
tics, in war, in tjede, in jihort, in all management 
of human all'ms 

The greatest/ thing that we can desire next to 
the glory of frod, is our owu salvation, and the 
sweetest thitg we can desire Is the assurance of 
oar salvation 


* rrearhiua; to Three tropic. 
It is not easy to tell by ontwlrd circumstances 
what will be the ultimate reailts ol labor in the 
cause of Christ. The t-flbrls wleh we may esteem^ 
least may be most signally blesa/d, and when cir- 
cumstances may seem most foriidding, blessiuga 
may most abound. 

A Christian friend informed in that a uumberl 
of years ago an earnest prcather, named John 
Holmes, had an appointment tt preach one even- 
ing at Castle Hat* in Ireland. I>n arriving at the J 
place he found a congregation of three, to whom, 
not daunted nor discouraged, he preached the 
word of everlasting life, doing hii work for God in 
faith and zeal. Gnc of the peraons present was 
converted; a young man, who grew in grace, and 
was subsequently called to the ministry of God, 
and greatly used of the Lord in his service. It 
was a good hour's work when John Holmes 
preached the gospel of Christ to 4 congregation of 
three at Castle Bar. One soul shved is worth a. 
life of labor, and especially when that soul, thus 
won, becomes a soul- winner, and gathers others tol 
the ark of God, as has that Castle Bar convert, 
since known ihronghout the world as William 
Arthur, author of "The Tongue of Fire." — Tun 
Chbjstian, 


